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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 7/16/2009 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-13, 15-19, 32, 35-51 allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 21-23, 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Flickner et al., US 6,577,329 (Hereinafter, Flickner) in view of 
Gorbet et al., US 6,542,163 (Hereinafter, Gorbet) 

Regarding Claim 21, Flickner discloses, "a system embodied on a 
computer readable storage medium that facilitates message processing by a 
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user". Specifically, a system 100 for viewing information and data which is 
interactive, with ticker-like interfaces (Flickner, col 2, In 47-54). 

Flickner also discloses, "comprising: means for automatically prioritizing a 
message". Specifically, ticker like interfaces (Flickner, col 2, In 47-54). 

Flickner also discloses, "means for summarizing the message". 
Specifically, ticker like interfaces (Flickner, col 2, In 47-54). 

Flickner also discloses, "means for determining user's current focus of 
attention" Specifically, eye-tracking enables the ticker system to enhance its 
usability by automatically providing additional relevant (and more detailed) 
information of the subject being viewed (Flickner, col 6, In 55-65). 

Gorbet also discloses, "means for dynamically locating the message in a 
user's workspace such that the distance between the message location and the 
user's focus of attention decreases with increasing message priority". 
Specifically, if true, the user is considered to be in an urgent mode and the 
conditions for displaying at least some of the lower priority tips could be disabled 
in the user profile based on their priority, while higher priority tip conditions would 
remain enabled (Gorbet, Col 13, In 25-40). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time of the invention to combine Gorbet and Flickner. The motivation 
to do so would be facility will determine that a particular condition associated with 
the tip, is so urgent (high priority) and/or relevant that the tip icon will not be 
displayed (Gorbet, col 5 In 10-25). 
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Regarding Claim 22, Flickner also discloses, "the system of claim 21 , 
further comprising means for analyzing the user's activities in order to 
dynamically locate the message". Specifically, eye-tracking enables the ticker 
system to enhance its usability by automatically providing additional relevant 
(and more detailed) information of the subject being viewed (Flickner, col 6, In 
55-65). 

Regarding Claim 23, Flickner discloses, "a method for automatically 
notifying a user, comprising: operating a processor to perform a method 
comprising automatically determining an output region for display of a message". 
Specifically, a system 100 for viewing information and data which is interactive, 
with ticker-like interfaces (Flickner, col 2, In 47-54). 

Gorbet also discloses, "automatically determining a priority for the 
message". Specifically, if true, the user is considered to be in an urgent mode 
and the conditions for displaying at least some of the lower priority tips could be 
disabled in the user profile based on their priority, while higher priority tip 
conditions would remain enabled (Gorbet, Col 13, In 25-40). 

Flickner also discloses, "automatically placing the message in the output 
region". Specifically, ticker like interfaces (Flickner, col 2, In 47-54). 

Flickner also discloses, "automatically determining a focus of attention of a 
user". Specifically, eye-tracking enables the ticker system to enhance its 
usability by automatically providing additional relevant (and more detailed) 
information of the subject being viewed (Flickner, col 6, In 55-65). 
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Flickner also discloses, "automatically placing the output region in a 
default region of a workspace". Specifically, the bottom of the screen (Flickner, 
col 5, In 22-25). 

Gorbet and Flickner discloses dynamically moving the output region 
increasingly closer to the determined focus of attention in relation to the priority of 
the message as the priority increases, Specifically, if true, the user is considered 
to be in an urgent mode and the conditions for displaying at least some of the 
lower priority tips could be disabled in the user profile based on their priority, 
while higher priority tip conditions would remain enabled (Gorbet, Col 13, In 25- 
40). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Gorbet and Flickner. The motivation to do so would be facility will 
determine that a particular condition associated with the tip, is so urgent (high 
priority) and/or relevant that the tip icon will not be displayed (Gorbet, col 5 In 10- 
25). 

Regarding Claim 25, Gorbet also discloses, "the method of claim 23, 
further comprising automatically locating the output region based upon the 
priority" Specifically, if true, the user is considered to be in an urgent mode and 
the conditions for displaying at least some of the lower priority tips could be 
disabled in the user profile based on their priority, while higher priority tip 
conditions would remain enabled (Gorbet, Col 13, In 25-40). 
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Regarding Claim 26, Flickner and Hirosawa also discloses, "the method 
of claim 23 further comprising, automatically changing the appearance of the 
output region based upon at least one of the priority or the user's detected 
activities" Specifically, if true, the user is considered to be in an urgent mode and 
the conditions for displaying at least some of the lower priority tips could be 
disabled in the user profile based on their priority, while higher priority tip 
conditions would remain enabled (Gorbet, Col 13, In 25-40). 

Regarding Claim 27, Flickner also discloses, "the method of claim 23, 
further comprising automatically applying at least one control to dynamically 
change the output region". Specifically, another approach to using eye 
movement information with the ticker is to modify what is displayed by the ticker 
itself. For example, the ticker item may be displayed in a bolder font, an 
underlined font, an italicized font, with greater resolution, or the like, if the user is 
tracking it (Flickner, col 9, In 20-30). 

Flickner also discloses, "the at least one control associated with at least 
one of a position, a size, a content, an appearance, a sound, or a time". 
Specifically, another approach to using eye movement information with the ticker 
is to modify what is displayed by the ticker itself. For example, the ticker item 
may be displayed in a bolder font, an underlined font, an italicized font, with 
greater resolution, or the like, if the user is tracking it (Flickner, col 9, In 20-30). 
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Regarding Claim 28, Flickner also discloses, "the method of claim 23, 
further comprising automatically summarizing the message prior to placing the 
message in the output region". Specifically, the ticker has levels of information 
(Flickner, col 6, In 15-25). 

Regarding Claim 30, Flickner also discloses, "the method of claim 23, the 
detected activities are determined in accordance with the model" (Flickner, col 5, 
In 2-40). 

Regarding Claim 31 , Flickner also discloses, "the method of claim 30, the 
model processes at least one of a location, a visual pose, a calendar, a time, an 
appointment status, an acoustical signal, an application in focus, an inspection 
interval, an application usage pattern, or user device activity to determine an 
attentional focus of a user" (Flickner, col 5, In 2-40). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ASHRAF ZAHR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1973. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on (571)272-4088. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



